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Story #10: Short News Feature 

Walking into the studio on the first floor of the architecture building, 

there is a strange sound. A small amount of smoke is coming from what 

looks to be a massive table. The table has a pointer on it and it is cutting 

away on wood. When it finishes, tiny cuts and streaks are marked on the 

wood. This industrial machine has accomplished what many architects find 

hard to do. It is able to create the tiniest cuts that would be close to 

impossible by hand. 

This tool is called a laser cutter; it can cut through wood, paper, steal, 

plastic and a number of other materials. It has found a home in the 

architecture department but soon enough the University of South Florida 

will receive a few more of these machines for more students to use. 

Mark Weston, a professor of Architecture at USF, received the grant 

that is going to be used to purchase more cutting machines for the school. 

Weston explained that, “The idea behind the grant was to maximize output 

of cutting because our current laser cutter is completely over burdened. It 



runs 24/7 and it’s a very productive tool. So we need more of them not just 

for architecture but for the whole school.”

This industrial machine has played a useful part to the student’s 

finished models, but the only ones who can use them as of now are second 

year students. The students undergo an orientation to explain the functions 

of the laser cutter. After that the students have unlimited access to 

machine. 

Auto-CAD is the architectural and engineering computer program that 

allows the students to construct a two-dimensional drafts which the laser 

then cuts. Daniel Houghton, an architecture student at USF, mentioned that 

the problem with the laser cutter is sometimes the program itself, “When 

you get into layering, like lots and lots of pieces, and you draw it on the 

computer it can get kind of confusing.” 

The laser cutter can mass produce pieces but students draw out their 

designs and then incorporate the laser cutter to create pieces for their 

completed models. Tommy Keung, a second year architecture student at 

USF, has enjoyed being able to use the laser cutter, “The laser cutter has 

tremendously expanded the possibilities of model making. It allows for 

extreme detailing, precision, as well as tectonic thought. It also allows for 



endless possibilities.” The machine is meant to be seen more as a 

production tool than a design tool.


